English 9






“The Miracle Worker” Vocabulary

Group 1
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1.
Accent (AK sent)
=
to stress or emphasize



In the job interview I ACCENTED my experience.

2.
Articulate (are TIK yuh late)
=
to speak or express oneself clearly



An announcer must be articulate to do his job well.

3.
Aversion (uh VER shun)
=
strong dislike



Billy had an aversion to waking so early to go to school.

4.
Boon (BOON)
=
a blessing, a benefit



Hiring that young man was a boon for our company.

5.
Crescendo (kruh SHEN doe) =
a gradual increase in volume and intensity


The music began to crescendo into a loud blare that became annoying.

Group 2
1.
Impervious
(im PUR vee us)
=
not capable of being damaged

This watch is impervious to water, so I can go swimming while wearing it.

2.
Indolence
(IN duh luns) =
laziness

The hot and humid weather created a sense of indolence through out the city.

3.
Iota

(eye OH tuh)
=
very small quantity



There is not one iota of evidence that a crime was committed.

4.
Lament
(luh MENT)
=
to mourn or express sorrow in an outgoing way

She lamented the death of her grandmother by weeping uncontrollably throughout the funeral.
5.
Morose
(muh ROSE)
=
being gloomy or depressed


Alexander was morose after having to give his dog away.

Group 3
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1.
Obstinate (Ob stuh nit) =

stubborn



Charlie must do things his way because of his obstinate attitude.

2.
Oculist
(OK yuh list)

=
a doctor who specializes in the treatment of the eyes.


Susie’s eye disease had to be treated by an oculist.

3.
Ominous
(OM uh nus)
=
threatening



The ominous clouds told us the storm was coming quickly.

4.
Protract
(pro TRAKT)
=
to force to go longer



The child wanted to protract his bath so he didn’t have to go to bed.

5.
Protrusion
(pro TROO zhun)
=
something sticking out

The large protrusion on his head was the result of getting hit on the head with a bat.

Group 4

1.
Refuge
(REF yooj)
=
shelter or place of protection


Reservations were supposed to be places of refuge for Indians.

2.
Rue

(ROO)

=

to be sorry for, to regret



He will rue the day he tangles with me.

3.
Serene
(suh REEN)
=
calm



The mountain on a clear, spring morning is a serene setting.

4.
Subtle
(SUT ul)

=
delicate, not obvious

To avoid being rude in the fancy restaurant, she used subtle gestures to call the waiter to his table.
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5.
Utter

(UT ur)

=
to express by speaking

The teacher told me not to utter another word.

Group 5

1.
Vexation

(vek SAY shun)
=
discomfort or distress

The young children were a source of vexation to their easily angered mother.

2.
Virtuous

(VIR choo us)
= having excellent morals and behaviors



One would expect nuns to be very virtuous.

3.
Vivacious

(vi VAY shus)
=
full of life, very animated

Game shows are looking for vivacious contestants who are fun to watch and who will liven up the show.
4.
Whim

(WIM)

=

a sudden and impulsive action



Last weekend we flew all the way to Vegas on a whim.

5.
Zeal

(ZEEL)

=

enthusiasm

To the delight of his students, she brought great zeal to the teaching profession.
